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Minutes of the Commencement Meeting. Tuesday. June 21 , 1988, at 2:00 p.m ••
Dr. Murphy' s Office.
Present:

Mr. Kellerman, Dr. Forsythe, Jan Huet, Lucille Drees and Dr. Murphy.
Chairman.

Absent:

None.

The meeting was called to order by Dr . Murphy . Chairman.
Dr. Murphy said the purpose of this wrap-up session is to summarize Commencement and to see if there are ways in which we might improve Commencement.
Dr. Murphy canmented that President Hammond was pleased with Canmencement .

Ini-

tially. the President thought of making changes then decided to wait a year.
People could hear better; there were no complaints about the photographers; the
mikes worked fine. (Marian Youmans was the most difficult to hear.

Dr. Forsythe,

Dr. Camp and the President were well- heard).
Ms. Drees inquired how the students in wheelchairs managed.

Ramps were

built this year to assist handicapped persons in getting on and off the stage.
Ms. Huet replied the ramps worked very well but that sane graduate students
walked right on out of the Coliseum from the ramp.
was no tripping from high heels.

Dr. Forsythe commented there

Dr. Murphy said the ramp worked better than

climbing the steps .
Dr . Murphy noted that Commencement moved along very well -- possibly three
to four minutes faster.

Dr. Forsythe said we got through the graduates faster.

Ms. Huet wishes the graduate people would let her know whether or not they plan
to participate in Canmencement .

Mr . Kellerman wondered if there was a way to

speed up hooding of the Masters people.
there .

Mr . Kellerman noted it gets very warm in

Dr. Murphy indicated the President speaks to each graduate as he shakes

hands.
Mr. Kellerman noted he should perhaps count chairs on the stage.

A chair

had been placed on the stage for Dr. Jellison . the mace bearer. who had been
added to the Platform Party.
and removed a chair.

Mr . Kellerman thought there was one too many chairs

He noticed the shortage as the Platform Party approached

the stage and grabbed a chair out of the handicapped section next to the stage .
The mace will probably be used yearly as this is the President ' s wish.
Dr . Forsythe noted it was 8:22 p.m. by the time everyone was seated .
Mr. Kellerman pointed out that the faculty used to march in and go directly to
their seats rather than having the two rows of faculty facing each other while
the candidates are led down between the faculty. cl ear around the front rows and
f i lling the rows from the outside .

Changing music as a signal for the graduates

to begin to march also takes time.
Maynard Herrman told Ms . Huet we will be permitted to put only 14 chairs on
each side of the aisle for degree candidates. They are n<:w putting 16 chairs on
each side; 14 chairs are the maximum according to fire regulations.
Dr. Forsythe pointed out they did not start the air moving soon enough.
should be done before people start coming in.

It

(Gross Memorial Coliseum is an

air-cooled •• • not air conditioned .•• building).
Dr. Murphy discussed the seating arrangements for the Masters candidates.

A

suggestion was made to call graduate degree candidates to inform us if they will
attend.

Mr . Kellerman and Ms. Huet will try to work out the details.

Dr. Murphy asked h<:w the marshals worked out .

Mr. Kellerman said when the

marshals came down the center aisle to lead the Platform Party there was a small
break in the ranks.

(Bill Claflin and Dave Pierson were the leading marshals) .

Dr. Murphy said he introduced the marshals but they didn ' t stand.

The marshals

will be introduced from the back of the arena .
Mr. Kellerman will ask for a mike and cord to extend to the back of the

arena for the person singing the school anthem.
Dr. Murphy thought everything went well.
new Deans to "break" in.

He noted we will have a number of

Mr. Kellerman thought it might be well to have a

practice session with the Deans when the students aren't around.
Mr. Kellerman asked if his office sends out faculty flyers too early.
was thought not .

It

(Some faculty said they did not receive the yellCM flyers).

Mr . Kellerman also stated that in the future we note at the end of the Faculty
Line of March when and where caps and gowns can be obtained.
Ms. Drees pointed out since Martha and Bill Claflin were marshals this year
we have no obligation to use them for this purpose next year.

Their names will

be listed as Retiring Faculty in the 1989 Commencement program as they do not
retire until after the stmmer session this year.

Ms. Drees also noted that at

his request. President Hammond's script was redone on an 8 1/2 x 11 sheet of bond
paper to fit his portfolio.

Dr. Murphy preferred his script be on the small size

sheets such as we have used in the past for our Commencement program.
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.
James J . Murphy. Chairman
Lucille Drees. Recorder
JJM/ld
CC:

President Hammond

